
Relief for 
‘dreamers’ 
no nearer 
as bills fail 

EFFORTS IN SENATE 
FALL SHORT 

Votes include sharp 
rebuke to Trump plan 


by Ed O’Keefe, 

David Nakamura 
and Mike DeBonis 

Weeks of intense negotiations 
for a bipartisan deal on immigra¬ 
tion collapsed in Congress on 
Thursday, leaving hundreds of 
thousands of young undocument¬ 
ed immigrants facing possible de¬ 
portation. 

The rejection of four proposals 
in the Senate, coupled with a lack 
of consensus in the House, under¬ 
scored the immense political pres¬ 
sures on Republicans and Demo¬ 
crats alike. 

Immigration has proved intrac¬ 
table for years, vexing lawmakers 
and presidents of both parties. 
Breaking the stalemate in an elec¬ 
tion year seemed even more un¬ 
likely. 

In a sharp rebuke, the Republi¬ 
can-led Senate blocked an immi¬ 
gration plan backed by President 
Trump, with the bill mustering 
just 39 votes. It highlighted the 
divisions even within GOP ranks, 
with some wary that granting le¬ 
gal status to undocumented immi¬ 
grants would amount to amnesty. 

SENATE CONTINUED ON A4 

Abortion: Legal group says topic is 
off-limits with immigrant teens. A4 


CRITIC’S NOTEBOOK 

‘Black 
Panther’: 
A beacon 
amid a void 

by Ann Hornaday 

When “Black Panther” arrives 
in theaters this weekend, one 
thing is sure: There will be tears. 

As the long-awaited adapta¬ 
tion of the first Marvel comic 
book to feature a black super¬ 
hero, the film will be greeted by 
tears of relief that it’s finally here. 
Some tears will be of joy, that a 
beloved property has been adapt¬ 
ed with verve, imagination and 
bold visual style. Some tears will 
be of pride, at the sight of a movie 
dominated by strong, smart, fun¬ 
ny, beautiful characters and ac¬ 
tors of African descent. Others 
will be a spontaneous emotional 
response to “Black Panther’s” sto¬ 
ry and subtext, which include 
moments of personal betrayal 
and loss, as well as reflections on 
a painful legacy of colonialism 
and dispossession. 

But some tears might also be 
of grief. Because just as palpable 
as the celebratory joy and sheer 

HORNADAY CONTINUED ON A2 

Seeking a superhero: Director 
Ryan Coogler’s lifelong search. Cl 


Warning signs scrutinized in Fla. attack 

A tipster’s call to the FBI and concerns voiced by neighbors and school fuel debate over law enforcement response 



MATT MCCLAIN/THE WASHINGTON POST 


People gather for a candlelight vigil in Parkland, Fla., in memory of the victims of the attack at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School. Seventeen people were killed in Wednesday’s rampage, the second-deadliest shooting to take place in a U.S. public school. 


New critics emerge for lack 
of action on guns: Students 


At a school 
well versed in 
drills, gunman 
deals out death 

by Kevin Sullivan, 
Samantha Schmidt 
and David A. Fahrenthold 

PARKLAND, FLA. — The young 
man got out of an Uber, wearing 
school colors. He had on a ma¬ 
roon polo shirt with the logo of 
the Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School Eagles on the sleeve. 

He was carrying a black back¬ 
pack and a long black bag. He was 
walking — “purposefully,” a po¬ 
lice report would later say — 
toward the school’s “1200 build¬ 
ing.” Three stories of classrooms, 
with interior hallways and few 
means of escape. 

If the gunman, whom police 
identified as Nikolas Cruz, 19, 
was trying to disguise himself as a 
student, it didn’t work. He was 
too well known at Douglas, where 
staffers had been warned that the 
troubled former student could 
someday potentially pose a risk. A 
staffer recognized him instantly 
and radioed to warn a co-worker. 

But the shooter still got to the 
1200 building. 

A few seconds later, the same 
worker heard gunshots. 

“Code Red!” he radioed — an 
all-out emergency call, meant to 
trigger a campus lockdown. 

In the next five minutes, 17 
people were fatally shot. 

“I heard a girl screaming for 
help,” said Nathanael Clark, a 
student at the South Florida 
school. “And we can’t open the 
door because if we open the door 
then ... the shooter will come 
inside and kill all of us. And then I 
heard gunshots after the 
screams.” 

TIMELINE CONTINUED ON A8 



The victims: The stories of 
those who were killed. A10 


The suspect: Those who know 
him say he was troubled. A8 

The inquiry: Authorities continue 
to delve into suspect’s life. A9 

The weapon: The AR-15 is easy 
to obtain and easy to use. All 

The statistics: Gun-control 
group’s tally misleads. A12 

The reporting: When does it 
become exploitation? Cl 


by Elise Viebeck 

As the shooting began, the 
teenagers captured the sound of 
gunfire on their phones. When it 
didn’t stop, they texted their 
parents and took to social media 
to share each fearful moment 
with the outside world. 

Then it was over and 17 people 
were dead. Within a day, as they 
continued to express their 
thoughts online and on-air to 
reporters, the survivors’ expres¬ 
sions of grief turned to calls for 
political action. 

“Blood is being spilled on the 
floors of American classrooms, 
and that is not acceptable,” David 
Hogg, a senior at Marjory Stone¬ 
man Douglas High School in 


Parkland, Fla., said Thursday in 
an interview. 

“By working through biparti¬ 
sanship and working through 
our differences ... we can make 
an actual change. And who 
knows? Maybe we could save 
some children’s lives.” 

In the familiar aftermath of 
America’s latest mass shooting, 
something new stood out: This 
time, the kids who survived the 
rampage on Wednesday were de¬ 
manding to know why the adults 
who run the country had not 
done more to prevent it. 

The comments came in an 
outpouring that began Wednes¬ 
day and had not stopped by 
Thursday night. On Snapchat, 

STUDENTS CONTINUED ON AlO 
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Ava Cunningham, 14, wipes away a tear before a vigil at Parkridge Church in Coral Springs, Fla. 


by Matt Zapotosky, 
Devlin Barrett 
and Emma Brown 

A tipster alerted the FBI in 
September to a disturbing com¬ 
ment that had been left beneath 
an online video. “Im going to be a 
professional school shooter,” read 
the comment, posted by YouTube 
user “nikolas cruz.” 

Two FBI agents interviewed 
the caller, Mississippi bail bonds¬ 
man Ben Bennight, the next day. 
The bureau checked public and 
law enforcement databases for 
anyone by Cruz’s name who 
might be of concern, the FBI said, 
but could not identify the person 
who left the comment. 

Five months later, police say, 
Nikolas Cruz, 19, walked into the 
Florida high school from which 
he had been expelled and opened 
fire, killing 17 people in one of the 
nation’s deadliest school shoot¬ 
ings. 

On Thursday, horrific images 
from the previous day’s attack at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
— students huddled in class¬ 
rooms and parents tearfully wait¬ 
ing to hear from their children — 
intensified a now-familiar na¬ 
tional debate about gun laws and 
the safety of young people at 
school. 

Speaking at the White House, 
President Trump pledged that his 
administration would help “tack¬ 
le the difficult issue of mental 
health” but made no mention of 
gun control. In court papers, au¬ 
thorities said Cruz admitted to 
carrying out the Valentine’s Day 
rampage. 

And the FBI faced questions 
about its near-brush months ear- 

WARNINGS CONTINUED ON A12 

Obama ran out 
of words. Trump 
has struggled 
to find them. 

by Greg Jaffe 
and Jenna Johnson 

As he heads to Florida this 
weekend, President Trump is 
following in the footsteps of 
former president Barack Obama, 
a man he disparages and a leader 
whose time in office in many 
ways came to be defined by mass 
shootings. 

Obama bequeathed on his suc¬ 
cessor an almost ritualistic re¬ 
sponse to gun tragedies, begin¬ 
ning with the 2011 attack on 
then-Rep. Gabrielle Giffords (D- 
Ariz.) and ending with the 2016 
Dallas attack that left five offi¬ 
cers dead. There were 15 speech¬ 
es from the White House, count¬ 
less prayers for the fallen and 
more than a dozen visits to the 
crime scenes. 

All the while, Obama traveled 
a path from empathy and prom¬ 
ises of action to anger and, 
ultimately, defeat. “I am not 
naive,” Obama said in Dallas. “I 
have seen how inadequate my 
own words have been.” 

Trump, beginning the second 
year of his presidency with his 
third major mass shooting, has a 
different problem. His challeng¬ 
es when it comes to connecting 
with a grieving public are often 
both personal and political. 

While Obama simply ran out 
of things to say about the nation’s 

TRUMP CONTINUED ON A7 


IN THE NEWS 
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Instagram in Russia Opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny said the social network pulled posts 
about an oligarch and a high-level official. A15 

South Africa’s new leader Parliament elected 
Cyril Ramaphosa to serve as president until 
national elections next year. A14 


THE NATION 
Republican Rep. Kev¬ 
in Cramer (N.D.) said he 
will challenge Demo¬ 
cratic Sen. Heidi Heit- 
kamp for her seat in 
North Dakota. A2 
This season’s flu vac¬ 
cine offers limited pro¬ 
tection, but experts say 
you should still get it. A3 
Russia’s disinforma¬ 
tion campaign during 
the 2016 presidential 
election relied on stories 
produced by American 
news sources to shape 
the online political de¬ 
bate, according to a new 
analysis. A15 
President Trump’s in¬ 
augural committee paid 


$26 million to an event¬ 
planning company 
owned by a friend of 
Melania Trump, tax rec¬ 
ords show. A18 

THE ECONOMY 

McDonald’s is aiming 
to sell healthier kids’ 
meals by shrinking the 
serving of fries sold with 
Chicken McNuggets 
and making its choco¬ 
late milk less sugary. A16 

THE WORLD 
Ethiopian Prime Min¬ 
ister Hailemariam De- 
salegn resigned amid 
political turmoil in an 
apparent effort to ease 
unrest. A14 
In India, journalists 


face a climate of fear 
and harassment that is 
prompting self-censor¬ 
ship, reporters and ad¬ 
vocates say. A13 

THE REGION 

The chief executive of 

the Prince George’s 
County school system 
made a political contri¬ 
bution to a school board 
member evaluating his 
performance. B1 
An influential rural 
legislator broke the “Re¬ 
publican Dam” on Vir¬ 
ginia Medicaid expan¬ 
sion by coming out in 
favor Thursday. B1 
In two new lawsuits, 
the District has again 
accused landlord San¬ 
ford Capital of poor 
housing conditions. B3 


The Montgomery 

County Council wants 
details about the Fire 
and Rescue Service’s 
training practices after 
the fire chief received 
complaints of employ¬ 
ees making vulgar com¬ 
ments to custodians. B4 
The former chief med¬ 
ical officer of D.C.’s only 
public hospital has filed 
a whistleblower lawsuit 
alleging that he was 
fired for exposing prob¬ 
lems at the facility. B4 
Details emerged about 
Wednesday’s shooting 
at the National Security 
Agency headquarters: 
The driver of an SUV 
tried to enter the 
campus without autho¬ 
rization, the FBI says. B5 
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SPORTS 

Here to soar 

Skier Mikaela Shiffrin 
already has gold, and her 
best event is to come. D1 

METRO 

Finish line crossed 

An Ethiopian runner 
who fled to the U.S. is 
reunited with family. B1 
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